
 

241 S FRONT ST        P.O. BOX 430        DOWAGIAC, MI 49047        P 269/782-2195      F 269/782-1838      ww.cityofdowagiac.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 31, 2019 

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members  

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next meeting: none 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or projects 

in progress:  

 

Department of Public Service Director, Chad Tyrakowski reports on projects across the city. 

In between weather events, MDOT was able to finish marking the remaining crosswalks and 

railroad markings.  They are now planning a sensor signal change at the intersection of Prairie 

Ronde and M-51.  No timeline for completion has been established. 

 

Storms continue to result in added workload for the crews.  Although short-h anded due to several 

vacations, we prepped for/picked-up from the parade, continue with storm clean-up, have been busy 

cleaning storm water drain inlets, continue street sweeping as we are able, and are addressing wash-

outs/sink-holes, the worst of which was on N. Lowe St.  The shifting ground also caused private 

water lateral breaks in the city and at the Pokagon Development on Daily. 

 

The water and bathrooms at Heddon and Walter Ward Parks has 

been prepped and opened for 

the season.  Weeds growing in 

cracks of the pavement at the 

airport were addressed.  Penn 

and Dowagiac Fire are making 

great progress with hydrant 

flushing of both systems.  And, 

the crew is nearing the finish 

of the first lake lift-station 

cleanings for the season. 

 

Waste Management picked-up the Spring Cleaning dumpster Tuesday.  They plan to return next 

week to address a block they had missed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The electric crew, assisted by McDonald Underground, completed                              

the first stage of extending electrical service from an existing box  

at Villamere to the corner property line of two properties.   

 

Fleet work continues with the completion of Dielectric Testing for 

the Electric vehicles, as well as addressing any noted items.  

Wimberley completed warranty work to the catalytic convertor of 

pick-up Unit #2; and, 1st-Choice Auto assisted Travis with repairing 

the manifold and exhaust .  Unit #2 that was struck by a pedestrian 

during the winter is back in service from Jim D’s; and, the 

replacement service truck for Unit #10 that was totaled last year has 

been delivered and in service. 

 

At the Wastewater Treatment Plant, the 

secondary clarifiers have been put back into 

service, and LdDosca and Envirodyne 

contacted regarding the turn buckle failure.  

We also had a carrier pump fail over the 

weekend; so, Rob devised a way to 

temporarily deliver the chemical until a 

replacement pump (and spare) could be 

ordered. 

Dowagiac Area History Museum                                                                                                           

Don’t miss the final spring lecture - Wednesday, June 5 at 6:30 p.m.  “From Trade Cards to        

Doe-Wah-Jack: A History of Round Oak Advertising” by Museum Director Steve Arseneau. 

Several factors led to the success of Dowagiac's Round Oak Stove Company. It can be argued that 

one of the factors was the elaborate advertising that the company put out annually. Using the 

museum's extensive collection, Museum Director Steve Arseneau will explore the advertising that 

made Dowagiac a household name from coast-to-coast.  

Assistant City Manager 

Rose Scherr’s last official day of serving as Assistant City Manager is today. Rose has served the 

City of Dowagiac with passion and professionalism taking on whatever task was necessary to help 

the city continue to navigate forward during changing times. Her imprint on city operations will 

serve the city well in coming years.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 


